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ATROCITIES  COMMITTED  AGAIKST  THE  SULUX  PEOPLES 
OF  KCRTH  BORNEO  DU?.  I  EG  JAPANESE  OCCUPATION. 

1.  The  Suluk  peoples  of  i?.  Romeo. 

A  number  of  email  islands  off  the  Vest  coast  of  V.  Borneo  are  inhab¬ 
ited  by  people  of  Suluk  race  whose  original  home  was  TAWI-TAWI  and  the 
archipelago  NE  of  Borneo.  They  arc  Muslima.  About  60  or  70  years  ago, 
a  number  of  Suluke  from  this  archipelego,  finding  the  Spanish  rule  oppressive 
sought  and  obtained  permission  from  the  Sultanate  of  Brunei  and  later  from 
the  Government  of  N.  3ornoo  to  transfer  themselves  to  MABTAKANI,  MANGALUM 
and  other  islands  lying  off  the  west  coast  of  Borneo.  They  have  lived  there 
peacefully  under  British  rule  ever  since. 

The  Suluko  are  a  fishing  community.  The  men  spend  a  largo  oart  of 

their  lives  at  sea  in  fast- sailing  oraus.  Prom  an  early  age  the  boys 

become  expert  in  the  water.  Their  villages  arc  built  on  piles  over  the 
boach;  usually  there,  is  anosquo  close  by  with  a  school  attached.  They 
are  a  poor  people  and  possess  no  ce.ttlo.  They  cultivate  the  coconut  calm, 
and  trade  their  fish  and  coconut  products  for  rice  and  cloth  in  the  coastal 
villages  of  Borneo.  On  Mantanani  are  caves  where  the  "edible  swiftlets" 
are  found  whose  nests  they  trade  with  the  Chinese.  They  indulge  very  little 
in  snuggling  end  have  abandoned  their  formor  piratical  habits.  They  gave 
no  trouble  to  the  British  Government,  and  police  and  other  officiate  speak 
well  of  them.  **  They  axe  a  vigorous,  bold  and  independent  people,  holding 
themselves  inferior  to  no  nan  ar.d  generally  liked  by  the  British  and  nativo 
peoples  of  Borneo. 

One  branch  of  them  are  cr.llod  BINALUiTS.  The  Suluke  have  intor- 
mingled  to  soma  extent  with  3AJAUS  and  MQROS. 

It  is  not  ensy  to  estimate  the  peculation  of  the  islands  before  the 
war,  as  the  numbers  on  each  island  varied  from  year  to  year  and  ev«-n  from 
month  to  month  according  to  the  noeds  of  their  fishing  and  the  changes  of 
the  monsoon.  Their  total  numbers  are  estimated  at  938.  A  few  years  of 
'co-prospcrity'  have  reduced  this  number  to  approximately  2F8. 

2.  The  Chinese  Revolt  of  October  1943. 

Tho  Japanese  ere  said  to  ha.vo  found  the  Sulks  too  independent  from 
the  first,  and  unwilling  to  provide  a  labor  force  or  to  co-operate  with  the 
Japanese  fishing  conreanies.  But  the  real  trouble  did  not  begin  until  the 
Chineao  revolt  of  October  1943.  The  Chinese  community  in  the  area  of 
JcBselton  (the  administrative  centro  of  the  Wost  Coaet  Residency),  who  had 
suffered  oscocially  under  the  Japanese  occupation,  claimed  a  revolt  in  1943. 
The  leading  citizens  collected,  funds  and  sent  one  of  their  number,  Albert 
Xwok,  to  Tawi-Tawi  where  he  made  contact  with  Lt.  Col.  SUAREZ,  and  his 
American- sue  ortrd  guerrilla.s.  Xwok  ma.de  two  visits  and  returned  with  some 
kind  of  comxiisaion  granted  by  Suarez.  The  revolt  broke  out  on  the  "double- 
tenth"  -  i.  e.  the  ni.rht  of  October  9th/l0th,  1943, ir.‘ J'anrl tor  -~.c.  nri'-h- 
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bouring  villages.  About  40  Japanese  were  killed.  The  Japanese  retaliated 
by  sending  over  planes  which  bombod  and  machine-gunned  the  villages  north  of 
Josselton,  rasing  to  the  ground  every  building  in  Kota  Belud,  and  causing 
much  damoge  and  lose  of  lifo  in  Tuoran,  mongattal,  Inanara  and  the  surround¬ 
ing  country.  Tfhon  Japanese  ground  forces  war-1  brought  into  action,  the 
guorrillae  retired,  fought  a  sr.ia.ll  engagement  at  Inanam,  6  miles  from’Jessel- 
ton,  and  then  withdrew  into  tho  Junglo.  Most  of  them  wore  lator  tricked 
into  surrender. 

To  clear  up  the  matter,  a.  number  of  Kempoi  Te.i  wero  drafted  from 
Kuching  to  Josselton.  During  the  folllwing  months  they  established  a  reign 
of  terror,  arresting  hundreds  of  men  and  women  on  suspicion  and  torturing 
them  to  extract  information  about  the  guorrillps.  Forced  confessions  wore 
followed  by  mass  executions;  on  ono  occasion,  admitted  by  the  Japanese,  189 
Chinose  and  others  wore  executed.  Several  hundreds  of  others  perished  in 
prison  from  torture,  starvation  or  disease. 

(Theso  evonte  are  referred  to  by  tho  Japanese  as  the  "API  incident", 
Api-Api  being  the  local  nr  no  for  Josoolton.) 

••  But  an  R.  A.  F.  plem  was  sont  to  insooct  Montanani  about  15  yoars  ago 
after  reports  of  a  raid  from  the  island. 

3.  Participation  of  Suluke  in  the  Rloinr. 

Tho  rising  of  October  1943  was  a  predominantly  Chinese  affair  and  the 
Suluk  people  seem  to  have  taken  part  in  it  only  on  the  first  night,  after 
which  tho  guerrillas  withdrew  into  the  Jungle  where  no  Suluks  followed  them. 
One  report  Btatea  that  a  party  of  30  Suluks  from  Sulug  Island,  noar  Jessel- 
ton,  landed  on  the  night  of  the  rising  near  the  Malay  kempong  at  Jeaselton, 
armed  with  parar.gB  and  spears,  and  burned  down  the  Customs-ehed  a.nd  some 
supplies  of  rubber  and  rice.  It  ie  also  said  that  a  party  of  Suluks  under 
their  chief,  0.  T.  ARSAT,  from  Ouda.r  Island,  attackod  Monggattal  and  Telipok. 
I  did  not  investigate  either  of  theso  reports.)  It  was  probably  a  Suluk 
pr.au  which  took  Albert  Kwok  to  Tawi-Tawi  earlier  that  year. 

4 .  Japanese  Knowledge  of  the  Suluke 1  Participation . 

The  part  played  by  the  Suluks  in  the  rising  cannot  havo  been  very 
conspicuous,  for  it  wns  not  until  four  months  later  that  any  action  was  taken 
against  them.  In  February  1944  an  expedition  was  sent  to  the  Suluk  island 
of  Kantenani.  Although  many  arreote  wero  made,  it  seems  that  the  primary 
object  of  the  exoedition  wns  to  search  for  a.  Chinese  Guerrilla  believed  to 
bo  hiding  in  the  island,  and  the  Suluks  wore  not  thought  to  be  otherwise 
implicated  in  the  revolt. 

3ut  a.  little  la.ter  a  certain  Chinoso,  Dr.  Lou  Lai,  who  had  boon 
arrested  by  the  Konpei  Tai  on  suspicion,  broko  down  after  prolonged  torturo 
and  gave  the  names  of  people  who,  ho  said,  had  tRken  part  in  the  rising,  or 
in  more  recent  conspiracies  a-einst  tho  Japanese.  He.  named  some  of  tho 
Suluk  loaders.  Further  pressure  was  applied  and  the  Dr.  eventually  incrim- 


PURL :  http  ://ww w. legal- tools . org/doc/7 0a49 8/ 


0 


'leS7 

Doc.  Fo.  5334  •  Page  5 

inatod  the  peoples  of  all  the  Suluk  islands.  The  Japanese  thereupon  took 
action  aaainst  tho  Suluk  peoples,  as  described  below. 

5.  mmMi. 


This  group  of  islands  lies  about  twenty  Biles  off  the  coast  and  is 
approximately  60  miles  by  sea  from  Jesselton.  It  had  a  era-war  nopulation 
of  430. 


On  February  13th  1944  the  Japanese  despatched  a  force  to  Mantanani, 
consisting  of  about  twelve  Xenrpoi  Tai,  twenty-four  soldiers,  six  nativo 
police  and  two  Chinese  interpreters.  Their  urinary  object  was  to  discover 
the  whereabouts  of  n  Chinese  guerrilla  na.ncd  Lin  Tin  Fatt.  The  Suluks 
refused  to  agree  tha.t.  he  was  on  tho  lsl-'nd.  Tho  Jenanese  then  prrosted  58 
of  their  men  (whom  they  mav  already  have  suspected)  and  took  then  beck  to 
Jesselton,  hoping,  no  doubt,  to  force  them  by  torture  to  reveal  the  where¬ 
abouts  of  the  wa.nted  nan.  All  those  58  wore  killed  by  tort’ire  or  starvation 
in  Jesselton  Prison  end  at  tho  It.  T.  office  during  the  following  woeks; 
there  is  ro  survivor  of  these  58. 

On  February  15th  the  Japanese  went  back  to  the  island.  The  events  of 
this  visit  ere  deecribed  in  detail  by  oirht  witnesses,  Chinese,  Malay  and 
Suluk,  and  by  four  Japanese  now  held  in  Lebuan.  The  two  principal  crimes 
committed  on  this  visit  wore!  (l)  The  machine-running  of  Suluks,  including 
women,  and  subsequent  killing  of  tho  wounded,  after  an  encounter  between  a 
Japanese  search-party  and  a  grouo  of  Suluks;  (?)  Immediately  following  thie 
the  massacre  of  about  25  women  end  4  children.  All  witnosses  stress  the 
fact  that  the  Suluks  had  no  fire-arms  ar.d  such  resistance  as  they  offerod 
with  spears  end  parangs  was  undertaken  either  in  reply  to  Japanese  fire  or 
in  the  protection  of  their  women  and  children.  The  Janrnese  burned  the 
village  and  destroyed  the  boats,  thus  showing  their  intention  of  making 
Mantanani  uninhabitable.  It.  SHIMIZU,  who  was  in  charge  of  the  Japanese, 
has  made  a  statement  admitting  that  he  ordered  the  killing  of  the  women. 

It  is  expected  that  he  will  be  brought  to  trial  at  Singapore.  The  other 
Kempoi  Tai  on  this  visit,  who  are  now  in  our  hands,  will  probably  bo  charged 
for  different  offences  in  this  area  where  the  evidence  of  their  complicity 
is  stronrer. 

The  Jaonnesp  visited  the  island  a  third  time  ar.d  found  it  deserted. 

A  month  later,  eight  or  nine  Suluks  were  caurht  on  the  mainland 
opposite  Mantanani  and  detained  at  Kota  Eelud.  Two  of  them  were  men,  the 
reminder  women  and  children,  the  youngest  p  baby-in-arms.  These  wore 
probably  survivors  from  Mantanani  who  had  escaped  to  the  mainland.  They 
were  kent  in  prison  for  about  six  weeks,  and  then  executed  one  evening. 

A  hearsay  report  save  that  they  were  offered  tho  choice  between  shooting 
and  beheading,  ar.d  chose  the  formor. . 
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5.  MAHTANATI  (Zor.ttA 

Two  Kenpei  Tai,  who  are  known  to  have  been  in  Kota  Belud  at  this 
time  end  were  probably  connected  with  tho  killing,  arc  now  held  in  Le.bunn, 
but  the  evidence  of  their  responsibility  may  prove  insufficient  to  convict 
them.  Tho  killing  of  these  women  and  children  at  Kota  Belud  by  the 
Japanese  seems  to  indicate  r  policy  of  extermination. 

The  population  of  Man ton an i  has  been  reduced  by  Japanese  action  from 
430  to  the  present  figure  of  about  135,  of  whom  not  more  than  20  or  25 
are  adult  males. 


6.  DIKAVAT. 


This  is  a  small  island  lying  off  Kinarut.  It  supported  a  population 
of  120  before  the  war.  The  present  population  consists  of  54,  all  of 
whom  are  wonor  and  children  under  16  veers  old.  Of  the  original  populat¬ 
ion  not  a  single  adult  male  survives.  One  malo  has  some  from  Mangalum 
to  settle  in  the  island,  and  one  or  two  others  visit  the  island  at  odd 
times  for  obvious  purposes. 

In  Fobruary  or  March  1944  all  males  on  tho  island  over  12  years  of 
age,  numbering  37,  wore  arrested  and  taken  to  Jessolton  Prison.  The  wopon 
of  the  island  vigorously  deny  that  their  men  took  any  part  in  the  rising. 
Soon  afterwards  the  Japanese  removed  tho  women  and  children  to  another 
island. 


What  happened  afterwards  to  the  arrosted  men  and  youths  cannot  be 
known  for  certain.  None  of  thorn  survives.  Many  witnesses  have  stated 
that  they  saw  about  this  time  Suluks  being  tortured  in  jail  and  at  the 
IC.  T.  office  but  they  seldom  know  which  island  the  Suluks  they  saw  came 
from.  In  July  1944,  thirty— sevon  Suluk  men  and  youths  were  taken  to 
Dinawan  Island,  by  then  cloarod  of  its  inhabitants,  and  executed  there. 
Thoro  is  evidence  to  suggest  that  some,  if  not  all,  of  thesn  were  the 
Suluks  originally  arrested  on  the  island.  There  is  no  doubt  thAt  those 
shot  included  boys  of  12  or  14  years.  A  statement  has  been  given  by 
the  officer  in  charge  of  the  K.  T.  at  this  execution  and  by  two  others 
present.  There  is  no  means  of  proving  whether  these  men  had  been  tried. 
But  it  is  unlikely  that  a  fair  trial  would  have  proved  all  the  adult 
males  of  the  island  guilty  of  hostilities  end  desorving  of  death.  The 
oldest  male  survivor  is  now  about  14. 

ihc  women  and  children,  who  had  boen  removed  to  Gaya  Island,  were 
kopt  under  conditions  described  in  the  statements  of  Alagur  and  Sujiang, 
as  a  result  of  which  about  thirty  per  cent  died.  It  was  thought  that 
a  charge  might  be  mrde  a  a ins t  the  Japanese  trading  company  which  appeared 
to  be  responsible  for  these  conditions,  but  when  it  was  found  that  all 
members  of  the  company  hod  been  returned  to  Japan  a  few  weeks  earlier 
furthor  evidence  was  not  collected. 


PURL :  http  ://ww w. legal- tools . org/doc/7 0a49 8/ 


ary 


Doc.  No.  5334 
?.  SUL"1. 


Pe/*e  5. 


Thie  island  lies  off  Tanjon."  Aru,  new  Jcsselton.  One  report  stated 
that  a  party  from  this  island  burnod  the  Custons  go down  on  the  night  of 
October  3/10  1943.  The  chief  o'  the  island,  Panglima  (Leader)  All,  and 
all  the  males  tne  Japanese  could  find  —  about  29  —  were  arrested  and 
brought  to  Jc.Bsolton.  A  statement  in  attached,  by  a  reliable  witness 
named  OH  TING  MING,  vho  shared  e  cell  with  aLI  and  his  sons,  describing 
the  torture  of  tho  youn.-est  boy.  The  hanging  of  Ali  was  witnessed  by 
ftr.other  informant  named  LAJUN.  All  th.o  29  nerishod  in  unloiown  ways ; 
none  survives. 

About  40  wor.on  and  children  from  Sulug  Island  were  removed  to 
3A2GAWA  Pstp.te  in  ".  Borneo ,  where  they  worked  under  conditions  which 
they  reported  to  the  3MA  authorities  at  Ppnar  on  their  liberation.  They 
state  that  25  of  their  number  died  from  hunger  rnd  disease  during  this 
oeriod  of  forced  labour.  Of  the  ori-inel  copulation  of  114,  about  59 
aurvivo  in  Sulug  itself  and  the  neighbouring  island  of  Manukan. 


8.  UDAH. 

Those  two  islands  lie  off  Mcncattal.  A  party  from  Udnr  is  eta  ted 
to  have  landed  nnd  assisted  the  guerrillas  at  Mongattal  and  Toliook  at 
the  time  o;  tne  October  rising.  All  adult  males  were  later  arrested  and 
done  to  derth.  One  witness  sew  their  chief  ARSAT  flog.? ed  in  Jessolton. 

45  women  nnd  childron  were  removed  to  Ximanio  Estate  in  V.  Borneo,  where 
eleven  of  them  died.  The  population,  which  before  the  war  was  64,  is  now 
reduced  to  35,  of  whom  only  2  are  adult  males.  I  have  not  personally 
investigated  the  affairs  of  this  island. 

9.  MANS  ALUM. 

This  island  (reported  oil-boarin^)  lies  about  35  miles  off  tho  main¬ 
land.  I  did  not  investigate  the  Japanrsr  treatment  of  the  inhabitants, 
but  it  apoeers  to  havebeen  similar  to  thoir  treatment  of  the  other  Suluks. 

A  witness  named  3udin  has  dencribod  the  arrival  in  Jesselton  of  15  men 
arrested  or.  this  island,  and  another  witness,  3acheo,  accompanied  the 
Jepeneso  or.  a  visit  to  the  island,  when  they  burned  the  kr.moong. 

10.  SuluhB  in  Jossolton  Gaol. 

I  attach  numerous  st*  tenants  describing  the  beatings,  tortures, 
hangings  end  deaths  of  Suluks  in  Jcssolton  Gaol. 

I  received  from  the  BKA  at  Paoe.r  a  report  by  Maarof  bin  Abdullah, 
translated  and  edited  by  Major  2.  X.  Hardwick  of  the  A.  I.  F.  The  writer, 
who  was  ir.  Jossolton  -Jail  in  May  and  Jur.o  1944,  states  thp.t  the  Suluks 
in  jail  then  numbered  258  men  and  women.  He  states:  "All  died  by 
beatings,  from  dxse.'so,  by  bein'  dried  in  the  sun,  end  about  100  were  removed 
at  1  a.  m.  on  19th  Juno  1944  by  the  Japs  to  Mile  5  end  there  shot.  Thrco 
wore  killed  by  slashing  at  the  jail  door."  I  was  r.ot  «ble  to  interview 
this  witness. 

*  have  not  met  or  ho^rd  of  one-  male  Suluk  "ho  survived  inprisonment. 
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1 1 .  PernPTrt  ^T'ocu  on  the  F £££ . 

There  is  probably  rt  the  present  tine  r  eufficiont  number  of  Suluk 
children  of  both  sexes  to  c^rry  or.  the  race  and  prevrnt  its  ev+irction. 
Their  state  of  health  in,  however,  poor,  n.;d  it  ic  tno  >pirion  of  Color.el 
Combe,  an  exoerienced  admin'' strntor  who  has  known  thr  Rulu3;3  Mull  in  poaco 
and  war,  that  "the  los**  of  the  rdult  male  pop-0.  *io"  will  Vf*  a  serious 
offoct  on  the  race."  ni^r.)  will  elr^st  cert,  inly  b?  euslmilp.tcd  a  larger 
elemont  of  Bnjau  blood.  done  of  thoir  hereditary  skill  ir.  f  .shir.'  and 
othor  occupations  nay  bo  lost  for  lack  of  adult  nen  to  hand  down  tho 
traditions  of  the  race. 

12.  ccnclitp:c:t. 

I  do  not  tKnk  thr  rvld.no:  J-.-s  .'^lcs  rn  accuse. '■•ion  a^inot  the 
jRpeneso  authori’.iow  of  d«  libo*atoly  VJ .\urun  ■  who  ®jct"rninef ior.  of  this 
race.  They  treated  the  Suluks  in  the  sarre  vr.y  thr.t  they  tree  ted  other 
peonies  in  this  prea  whom  they  susnoctcA  of  disaffection,  for  exanole,  the 
Chinese:  yet  it  would  not  be  held  that  they  tried  to  externinata  the 
Chinese  ir.  ITorth  Borneo.  Tho  killing  of  the  women  and  children  or. 
Monta.na.ni  Island  was,  in  my  opinion,  the  result  o*  anrer,  amounting  to 
hyetoria,  at  the  reaistpr.ee  offored  by  the  Suluka.  Th t>  clrcun" tauces 
in  which  tho  women  and  children  were  killed  at  Kota  Sclud  are  too  obscure 
for  ar.  explanation  to  be  of  fere*.  The  treatment  of  the  women  and  children 

deported  from  Sulug  to  BAnyawan,  from  Uder  to  ''imrnis,  and  irom  rinawon  to 
Oaya  Island  was  in  keeping  with  the  Jppar.osf  attitude  to  other  native 
peoples,  the  Dusuns  for  exomplo,  whoso  cro^s  were  taken  by  the  Japanese 
Army  without  thp  least  regard  for  the  r.oodn  of  tho  people  who  grew  them. 

The  treatment  of  the  Suluk  men  ar.d  boys  in  Jril,  the  tortures  ard  the 
executions,  were  similar  to,  or  only  p.  little  worse  than,  the  treatment  of 
the  Chinese.  The  J:paneso  appear  to  h/.vr  been  reclly  elerm^d  by  the 
rising  of  October  1043.  The  subsequent  pn-psts  and  interrogations  were  in 
the  hands  of  the  Xompei  T* i.  The  deaths  of  oo  many  Suluk  men  are  to  be 
attributed  to  the  r»«j*hoai  c.mpio’fed  oy  the  Xrnpoi  Tai  rothor  than  to  an 
official  intention  t.o  extermi  n^te  the  race. 


1*.  Y.  Dickson,  Cant 
Vo.  8  War  Crimes  Investigation  Team 


Witness:  /s/ _ It.  Col 

iiBUAF  o/c  1*0.6  VC  IT.  Borneo 
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